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Happy November, Friends of St. Andrew’s! On behalf of the Vestry, we      
welcome you to a very vibrant season in the life of our parish. Our Ministry 
teams are actively preparing for the holidays. It takes planning and our team 
leaders are working so diligently. Our stewardship campaign is underway. 
Hopefully you have received a letter from me, including a pledge card, for 2023. 
I really do love the name of our campaign this year:… 

 

To me, it speaks of provision, humility, faith and family.      Allison Cath  
humility, faith and family. Please give prayerful consider- 
ation to how you can contribute in 2023. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please reach out to me at acath@standrewsvalpo.org or    
765-721-0088. 

 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. Psalm 107:8-9 

 

 

     Let me start with a little bit of introduction: 

I’m Mother Terri Bays, aka Canon Terri Bays or Missioner Terri Bays. However, if I refer 
to myself as Canon Terri, It probably means you’re in trouble. You need to know Missioner 
Bays for my email address. I’ll provide regular supply for you over the next 3 months or 
until we find you an interim. So let’s go with Mother Terri here. 

My husband and I have recently been abandoned by the younger of our 2 daughters, so our 
household now consists of the two of us and our two cats. I almost wrote 3 cats because our eldest cat died 
just a few months ago. Our household has been changing quite a bit recently. 

Like us, you may be feeling as if everything is changing. First, there was COVID and all the things happen- 
ing in our country over the last few years. 

And now your priest has left, and you’re in the no-man’s land of supply until we find a proper interim. 

Whether you think of this time as favorable or unfavorable, you can agree that it’s disorienting. You must 
wonder what continues when so much has changed. 

Amid all this change, let me assure you that God persists. When we lift our eyes to the hills, we know our 
help comes from the Lord. 

When we doubt--and let me say right here that I’m not at all sure how we can have faith if we are not    honest 
with ourselves about the times we doubt—let us cry to our God for convincing so that we can go forward 
into an uncertain future. We can be assured that our God persists no matter what else may have changed. 

Update from the Senior Warden-in-Charge 

Message from Mother Terri 

mailto:acath@standrewsvalpo.org


  WHAT’S UPCOMING AT ST. ANDREW’S . 
 

DAY EVENT TIME NOTES 

Every Monday Morning Prayer 9:00 am  

Every Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 7:00 am  

Every Thursday Choir Practice 6:30 pm  

November 12-13 Veterans’ Recognition All services  

November 12-13 Harvest Celebration All services Bring donations of 

fresh produce for the 

Food Pantry 

November 13 Bible Basics for Kids 1 pm. Grades 2-6 

November 19 Altar Guild Training 10 am  

November 16 PADS Dinner Presbyterian Church Youth Group 

November 24 Thanksgiving Church Office closed 
On 11-24 & 11-25 

 

November 27 First Sunday in  
Advent 

  

December 5 Angel Tree gifts due   

December 11 Lessons and Carols 10 am service  

December 18 Hanging o’ the 
Greens 

After the 10am service  

December 21 PADS Dinner   Volunteers needed  

December 24 Christmas Eve Family 
service 

6:30 pm  

December 25 Christmas Day Family 
service 

10 am  

 

 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Thursday, Nov. 17 
1:00pm - 7:00pm 

in the Gathering Space 



 UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE  

With the guidance of Canon Bays, the process of finding a new priest for our church is 

underway. The Search Committee consists of Laura McFarland-Taylor, Harley Snyder, 

Ken Martinek, Linda Halas, Jeff Klemczak, Chris Kado, Erik Taylor, and Steve Cronk 

(Chairperson). 

       Steve Cronk         The committee has already had two meetings and is busy meeting with congregation  

     members to gather their input regarding the church's future and the role of a new rector. This process of  

    discernment is the initial step in the selection process. If you are contacted by a committee member,  

    please take time to meet for about 30 minutes with them.  

 

 

The annual Stewardship campaign calls on each of us to offer our time, talent, and 
treasure to the work of the Lord and the church during our pledge campaign. While 
our treasure is vital for meeting the needs of the church, in the eyes of the Lord, our 
time and talent are just as important because it is with these that we do the work of  
the kingdom.  

                                                                                                                                                                                   

You should have received your pledge card by mail. It offers ways to pledge not only money     Pam Harris 

but also your time and talent to the ministries of St. Andrew’s. Please prayerfully consider contributing what 
you can to all three as we support our mission. 

 MINISTRY TEAM HIGHLIGHT  
 

AV Team…and what a team they are! The technology room is a hive of cables, computers, screens, and 
audio equipment that power our livestreamed services and our website. 

The hours, expertise and vision they provide are beyond measure. It is so much more than just turning on 
a computer and a few microphones. Anything and everything electronic or digital (which, let’s face 
it, is everything these days!) runs through them. Brian Bartniczak, Jonathan Bis, Valerie Schlink (and          
family!), Toni Sanchez (tech-in-training ), and Oliver Rodd are lifesavers! I apologize for any name left off 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 



. 

 

Christmas Flower Fund 

Contribute to the beauty of our Christmas celebrations. 

Complete the Flower Fund card and put it with your donation in the 

Offering Plate,  or Make an “Online Giving” donation on our Website. 

 

     Bible Basics for Kids 

First Class: Saturday, November 12th 
1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Open to kids in grades 2-6. 

Contact Jen Rodd for more information. 
    sundayschool@standrewsvalpo.org 

This year we will explore Bible Basics with a year-long curriculum. The curriculum is designed for 2nd 
through 3rd, and 4th through 6th grades. The God and Me curriculum is designed to help children  

become ‘best friends’ with Jesus and tell their story of “God and Me” together.  

VBS Coordinator Needed: Contact sundayschool@standrewsvalpo.org 

 

     The Youth Group met on October 24th. The youth will be volunteering for the 
      November PADS meal, and each of the kids offered to provide something for the  
       meal. This was a lively conversation, and everyone was excited to volunteer for 
      this event. We also discussed service projects we could do for the holidays. We are 
      considering options to decorate a nursing home (common areas only, of course), or 
      pack boxes for organizations that provide families with food for holiday meals. 

      As always, we ended the evening with a game. The kids played Apples to Apples 
      and they had a great time. Our next get-together will be for the November PADS dinner          Dawn Martinek           
     on November 16th.                                                                                                                                              

      

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

YOUTH GROUP  



 OUTREACH  
As temps drop and we head into the holidays, I am thankful for your continued 
generosity and care for those in need. ‘Karl the Kart’ is overflowing weekly with 

your Christian Food Pantry donations. During October 194 (up from 162) 
families were served providing 514 (up from 421) people with food and 
supplies.   With the increase in numbers all of the ‘usual’ food items are needed 
with the addition of some Thanksgiving ‘extras’ such as cranberries, sweet 
potatoes (15 oz.), turkey gravy and chicken broth (14 oz.).  We have been 
informed that turkeys are ‘scarce’ this year, so if you have an extra bird you wish 
to give it will be passed on to a family for the special holiday meal.  Fruit juices, 
facial tissue, pancake mix, syrup, mixed veggies and saltines are always 
appreciated items.  Any donations – canned items and/or monetary – are used to 
assist families in our neighborhood that need help from this pantry. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Jennie Brock

  P.A.D.S. 
St. Andrew's will provide and serve a meal for homeless men on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the First Presbyterian Church through March. Please consider signing your ministry 
team, families, or individuals for December. Also, volunteers are needed for the overnight 
"observation" shifts every Wednesday through mid-April from 10 pm to 2 am or 2 am to 6 am. 
If you can only volunteer for ONE shift this winter, it will be most appreciated! Volunteers serve 
in teams of two, and women are always paired with a male volunteers. If interested, please  
contact me at outreach@standrewsvalpo.org 

 

Hilltop Neighborhood House has called for gently-used boots, gloves, warm coats, and new 
socks for their food pantry clients. Adult-size items are especially needed, but children's cloth- 
ing is also welcome. Please bring these items to St. Andrew's during the month of November or 
anytime to Hilltop Food Pantry at 606 Union and leave them on the bench in front of the building. 

 

Watch for the annual Angel Tree to go up at St. Andrew's in November and help a local child 
in need this Christmas. Stop by and select an Angel (6 mos. to 18 yrs.). Make sure to sign out 
your Angel with the student number, your name, and your phone, and then happy shopping! 
Please return your unwrapped but labeled gifts to St. Andrew's no later than December 5. 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Compass International Family Center equips our international neighbors of all ages with the 
educational services and support needed to thrive in their new communities. Volunteers are 
needed on Tuesday or Thursday evenings (at Calvary Church, Valparaiso) to assist with adult 
English learners and citizenship classes, preschool and k-12 student tutoring, and childcare.  

    LITURGY & WORSHIP  
During this transition, we must remember that we are an extended family…children, 
parents, young adults, and grandparents/elders. We should minister to each other… 
visit the sick and shut-in, to pray with those who have lost loved ones.   
 

Because they are familiar and comforting, we will continue using Rite I at 8 am service 
and Rite II at 5:30 pm and 10 am services. Most music will be from the 1982 Hymnal, 

but the choir may occasionally use other sources during communion. 

Let us remember the Venite/Psalm 95: “Come let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 

salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to Him with psalms.” 

mailto:outreach@standrewsvalpo.org


 INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY  

Here at St. Andrew’s we believe in the power of prayer.  1 John 5:14 “This is the  
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will,  
he hears us.” 

For anyone going through adversity, troubles or a dark period in their life, we offer the 
gift of prayer. Your request will be shared with a small group of prayer warriors, who 
will approach God on your behalf. There are a few ways to request prayer assistance: 
• Fill out the prayer request card in the church pews and place them in the prayer 
request box in the back of the church next to votives (the prayer candles - light one  

     Karen Muchesko   while you are there), or place them in the offering plate; 
• Go to our website (www.standrewsvalpo.org); Click the Daily Prayer & Prayer Request box on the home 

      page and complete the online form;  

 Email your request to me, Karen Muchesko at kmuchesko@standrewsvalpo.org Subject: prayer request 
   Your prayer requests will be kept confidential within the prayer ministry team unless you request greater      
   sharing. Prayer requests can also be for joy and thanksgiving. Even God likes to hear good feedback. 

If you would like to be a part of our Intercessory Prayer Ministry, you may request to join thru our 
“Intercessory Prayer Ministry” Facebook group, or by contacting Karen Muchesko. 

*********************************** 

Acts 20:28  Pay careful attention to yourself and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which He obtained with his own 
blood. 
As part of our overseeing and caring for our church, it is proper to reach out to our 

homebound or infirm to distribute communion. This is a call for Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor volunteers to distribute and also to identify those people who would like to  

      receive communion this way. Rev. Terri has graciously agreed to provide training for this important ministry.  

      If you are interested in   learning more, or want to volunteer for this vital ministry, please call, text, or email  

      Karen Muchesko at 219-776-6655 or kmuchesko@standrewsvalpo.org, or Kandyce Kraus Hannon at  

      219-928-3604 / kandycehannon@gmail.com.  

  MUSIC MINISTRY  
     My mother loaded the washing machine while she broke the bad news: "This fall, 
it will be time for you to begin school." I protested with tears and great lamentation. 
Mom knew everything Mrs. Rupenthal did, so why couldn't she just teach me at 
home? 
     The washing machine chugged that delightful "watcha-watcha" sound and rocked 
on the floor. Mama picked me up and gently put me on top of it to enjoy (the ride) 
and give her time to think. 

          After a few minutes, she set me back on the floor. "There IS one thing your kinder- 
         Jeanne Foster          garten teacher can help you with that I cannot." She looked confident, but I had  
      serious doubts. "What?" I asked. She looked me deep into the eyes and replied, "She can help you learn  
      how to get along with other people." I sighed. She was right. I had to go to school. 

     Here I am all these years later and still need more lessons on this topic! I don't know about you,  but 
God is very generous with me by offering life lessons in unexpected times and places. Building community 
appears to be an ongoing pet project of His, and we all seem to do and be better when we offer our gifts 
and better selves. Cherishing the old and familiar, and engaging the new and unfamiliar is necessary work. 
We live in a changing world but an abundantly blessed one that deserves nurture, development, and 
appreciation. There isn't a limit on God's love. And, for that beautiful reason, our hearts and minds DO 
have the capacity to expand for each day's hopes and tasks before us. One of the dependable bits of 
encouragement that help me is the very famous Serenity Prayer: *God grant me the serenity to accept the 
things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference. 

Music is another way to build community.  Please consider lifting your voice to the Lord along with the 
choir. Practice is held on Thursdays at 6:30 pm and Sunday mornings at 9:00am. 

http://www.standrewsvalpo.org/
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Please bring gloves and lawn tools to help prepare the grounds for Bishop Curry’s visit. 

 
 

 

 

Men’s Bible Study and the God Pod 

(Biblical Life Principles at the Porter County Jail) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any man looking for a bit of camaraderie mixed with a good dose of biblical 
teaching plus coffee and donuts is invited to join our Tuesday morning  
Men’s Bible study. This is not a session for those faint at heart, but is 
geared for our early risers because we start assembling at 6:45 AM for a 
wake-up coffee and starting the session promptly at 7:00 AM. Our 

objective is to be finished by 8, but, sometimes the discussion pushes us past.  This ministry is open 
to all men, and not limited to parishioners only. Presently 25% of our participants are from outside 
our congregation. This is a great way to make friends and share Christianity across denominations.  
 
St Andrew’s involvement with the Porter County Jail in their Biblical Life Principles program is a 
spinoff from this group. Over the years, the program has been lovingly nicknamed the “GodPod”. 
In the jail, individuals are housed in groups   or pods, and all men staying in this particular pod have 
expressed an interest in finding Christ or enhancing their Christian beliefs. We visit, teach, listen, 
and mentor them to help them in their Christian journey.  We use videos and handouts as teaching 
aids. We do not go equipped with all the answers, but we do go with the love of God and for our 
fellow man as our guiding principle. We have maintained two-time slots; one on Tuesday 
afternoons, 1:30 – 3:30, and the other on Wednesday mornings, 9:00 – 11:00. We used to have 
four individuals who volunteered for this calling, but currently we are down to two. We believe to 
appropriately fill two slots, we should have at least 3 men involved. We ask all men to prayerfully 
consider volunteering for this ministry. 

Recently one of our pupils wrote a poem we would like to share: 

Just do it 

God’s ways and our ways are not the same, 

So don’t ask why. Just obey. 

Seek and learn so we don’t end up in eternal 
flame, God is not the One to blame. 

Free will is for all, 

Just pick the path that won’t make you fall. 

Hate sin, not the sinner, because we all started as 
beginners, Jesus is the bread of life, breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner. 

Put all trust in the Creator, 

You might not be around to repent later. 

It’s never too late, so don’t 
hesitate, Just do it! 

For more information on the GodPod or Men’s Bible Study, please contact: Tom 
Muchesko or Mance Park 



 
 

Girl Scout Tree Planting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trunk ‘r Treat

                                    SCENES FROM ST. A’S 



 

Now it may sound cliche but I am so surprised that retirement came as fast as it did!  To say that  
I’ve been the St. Andrew’s parish secretary for almost 20 years (and a parishioner for 30 years) is  
a bit surreal.  One of the favorite parts of my role here was to hear people’s stories  -- to learn  
who they are --- more than just someone I say hi and bye to on Sunday morning or Saturday  
evening! So I’d like to take a few moments to share my story with you about how God called me  
to be your parish secretary. 
It started with a phone call from Dick Beach asking if I’d be willing to help the previous secretary  
with her bookkeeping.  We were at the old church (Erie St.) then.  The naive person I was at the 
 time thought, well I can balance my own checkbook ~ so sure, I guess I can help with that!  
So I started coming in once a week; then a couple times a  week; and then 3 or 4 days a week. And the proverbial  
snowball began rolling down the hill! After a few months, the secretary needed to leave her position, and this was at  
the time when we were knee-deep in plans to build this new church, so I volunteered to oversee the office until a  
new secretary could be hired. They put an ad in the newspaper, and asked me to collect the applications. Can you  
believe that we took in 92 applications for this position in that small church on Erie Street? And It was in the midst of  
collecting the applications that I got what I refer to as “The Call”.  I’ll never forget the moment. I was the only one in  
the office and it was very quiet. I was standing near the window  and i can’t describe the feeling, but it was like a  
quiet jolt, and I thought ~ hhmm maybe I should apply for this position. I had been a secretary for lawyers for many  
years but that was many years before.  I literally looked up and thought “Is that you talking to me Lord?”  The feeling  
stayed with me, so I went home & talked with Ken, then spoke with Kitty Clark and Fr. Patrick, and they were all very 
encouraging. I then interviewed with Sandy Horne & Mance Parks….. and was hired!  I’m sure I’d heard God’s voice 
prior to this, but I don’t remember it being quite so clear, and I am so grateful that I listened and followed through.   

I loved our little church on Erie Street, and I really didn’t want to move.  But  let me say - It has been a wonderful move.  
Bringing as much of the old church, such as the altar rails and the stained glass windows into this new church was very  
comforting.. Having the honor of working alongside 2 very different priests, Fr. Patrick and Fr. Roger;  And to even  
work without a priest for 3 years and not lose one single member;  To welcome newcomers into our  church home  
and then to see them become members; To share the history of our beautiful church, to help the needy who come in 
the door, to connect  parishioners to other parishioners and to ministries, and then to see them use their spiritual gifts 
in their ministries….to be a true parish family. My heart overflows in these moments. Of course, preparing 3 different  
worship bulletins weekly is right up there also!   
But seriously. These are just a sample of some of my greatest joys as your parish secretary, and I will never be able to 
adequately express how grateful  I am for the honor that I have been given. Next to being married to Ken, my 3 kids,  
my kids-in-laws, and 2 grandchildren, this has been one of the greatest honors of my life. I truly believe in my heart 
this was a calling. And if I may ~ in the hustle and bustle of your busy days, do take time to cherish those quiet  
moments because it is then that you will hear God speak also, and who knows where it may take you. 
From the bottom of my heart to yours.  ~Janice    

 
 

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
We are still in need of a 
volunteer for clean-up 
the 3rd Sunday of the 
month after the 10AM 
service. Please call or 
text Chris Kado if you 
would be willing or able 
to volunteer. 
cakado@standrewsvalpo.
org 

   JANICE MARTINEK’S RETIREMENT MESSAGE TO THE PARISH FAMILY                        

FAMILY                    FAMILY FAFAMILY 



Audio/Visual Volunteers Needed 

Every week our Sunday 10am worship services are streamed live on 
YouTube. A volunteer(s) is needed to learn the equipment and 
monitor the live-stream weekly on Sunday mornings. Trust us, it’s 
not nearly as intimidating as it looks. 

 

 

10am Parishioners ~ We Need You. Especially those of 
you who attend the 10am worship service fairly regularly. 
At this time we only have one Greeter for this service, so 
the need for a couple more greeters/ushers is vital to 
welcome parishioners with a warm greeting and a smile 
when they arrive at church. As a Greeter, you're also asked 
to usher at the time of the Offertory by passing the 
collection plate and bringing it forward to the altar. 
Training for this ministry is provided, Won't you please 
learn more about this ministry ~ contact Toni Sanchez at 
tsanchez@standrewxvalpo.org. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11/04   Cael Murr 
11/04 Jody Rodd 
11/07 Peggy LaCount (100) 
11/09 Beth Elwood 
11/10 Lisa Devany 
11/10 Lori Nelson 
11/11 Alyssa Graf 
11/14 Nola Wegman (95) 
11/17 Chris Kado 

11/17   Bob Bryant 
11/22 Tom Wheeland 
11/23  Bob Rarick 
11/25 David Jones 
11/29 Chris Gulbranson 
11/29 Pat Mack 

 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11/6 Russ & Janis Burden (23) 
11/6 Jim & Dana Murr (29) 
11/19 Steven & Salena Anderson (11) 
11/30 Francis Veltri & Jill Ritchie (20) 

 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

    12/2 Rich & Chris Kado (16) 
12/22   Bill & Amanda Sampson (12) 
12/20 Drew & Christine Cope (42) 
 

If your birthday or anniversary is 

not listed above, but should be, 

please contact the church office.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

12/1 Martha Bryant 
12/2 Suzie Devine 
12/3 Amelia Bryant 
12/3 Julien Smith 
12/4 Valerie Thayer 
12/5 Christian Devany 
12/5 Victor Devany 
12/6 Andrew Foster 
12/6 Roy Shepard 
12/11 Eben Smith 
12/13 Dawn Martinek 
12/14 Robert Janulis 
12/14 Dewyn Taylor 
12/16 Bill Gregory 
12/20 Debbie Dever 
12/23  Barbara Claypool 
12/23   Isaac Anderson 
12/24   Jim Murr 
12/26    Owen Foster 
12/26   Drew Cope 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

mailto:tsanchez@standrewxvalpo.org.


 
 

 St. Andrew’s Staff, Vestry, and Ministry Leaders  
Rev. Terri Bays, I n t e r i m  Rector 

Michelle Klemczak, Parish Secretary 

Barb Janulis/Dawn Martinek, Finance 

Regina Bluell, Karen Muchesko, Offerings 
Nancy Seeley, Sexton 

Vestry                                                          Lay Ministry Leaders 

Allison Cath, Sr. Warden Altar Guild: Bette Zbuka 
Rich Kado, Jr. Warden Audio/Visuals: Brian Bartniczak/ 

Tom Muchesko, Treasurer                                   Jonathan Bis/  

Linda Halas, Clerk Valerie Schlink 
Tim Ames Card Ministry: Debbie Dever 

Salena Anderson Sunday School: Jennifer Rodd 

Kandyce Kraus Hannon Hospitality: Christine Kado 

Pam Harris Intercessory Prayer: Karen Muchesko 

Jeff Klemczak Music: Jeanne Foster 

Mance Parks Newcomers/Safety/ 

 Lay Ministers: Toni Sanchez 

Outreach: Jennie Brock 

                                                                             Crier Newsletter: Linda Cronk 
                                                                             Worship Pam Harris 
                                                                             Youth Ministry           Dawn Martinek 

 
 
 



 
 

St . Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
505 Bullseye Lake Road 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 

 
Change Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Services at 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Christmas Eve 

Saturday, December 24th 

6:30 pm Family service 

Christmas Day 

Sunday December 25th 

10:00 a.m. Family Service 


	What’s Upcoming at St. Andrew’s .
	Update from the Search Committee
	Ministry Team Highlight
	Outreach
	P.A.D.S.

	Intercessory Prayer Ministry
	Music Ministry
	Audio/Visual Volunteers Needed
	NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
	NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
	DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
	If your birthday or anniversary is not listed above, but should be, please contact the church office. DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS


